


HPV VACCINE
Vaccines are one of the most significant public health achievements of all time. Prior to the availability

of vaccines, diseases such as polio and many others were common childhood illnesses that impacted the

lives of millions. Those of us who work in public health and medicine are acutely aware of the impact

vaccines have had on our children's health and the critical role they continue to play in society.

In 2006, we were dealt a game-changer. A vaccine became available that allows parents to protect their

children against a disease that causes more than half a dozen different types of cancers including

cervical, head, neck, anal, penile, vaginal and vulvar. This disease—human papillomavirus; or HPV,

currently affects 79 million Americans and causes 27,000 new cases of cancer in the U.S. each year.

Suddenly, we became the generation that could reduce or end HPV-related cancers. And yet, sadly,

many parents are declining this life-changing vaccine. Coverage rates for HPV vaccination are dismally

low compared to other vaccines recommended at the same age, in large part due to a lack of parental

understanding about the disease and the vaccine.

As HPV is a sexually transmitted infection, it may seem unnecessary to vaccinate your adolescent.

Some parents fear that vaccinating adolescents is akin to giving them permission to engage in sexual

activity. Some parents believe that the vaccine is not needed if their child remains abstinent until

marriage. Many parents are simply unaware of the long-term implications of HPV infection and that it

can lead to precancerous and cancerous lesions in the head, neck and genital regions. Other parents

believe the unfounded rumors that the vaccine is harmful, ineffective or too new to ensure that it is

safe. All of these fears and myths are based on inaccurate information and only serve to rob parents of

the opportunity to give their children a life free from a cancer-causing virus. At the end of the day, this

vaccine is much more than a means to prevent a sexually transmitted infection. Simply put, this vaccine

prevents cancer.

We created this book to show the real impact of HPV-related diseases. The individuals portrayed herein

have courageously shared their stories, and we are honored to pass them on to you in the hopes that

they will serve as a reminder of the importance of HPV vaccination. We are on the brink of history, and

we've been given the chance to change not only the lives of our children but those of generations to

come.






